Bristol Bridge Club Newsletter
keeping you up to date with all the latest news and developments at the Club

ON LINE

Chair’s Message
Welcome to the latest edition of the club newsletter. In case you have wondered about the frequency and timing
of these, we aim to issue one in the week or two following our Trustees meetings, in the hope that there

will be some significant items of news to impart. Invariably there are, although there is not always
good news. I am pleased not to be the bearer of any bad news relating to individual members on this
occasion. The newsletter is compiled by Hilda Ball, to whom i am grateful; hers is the job of chasing
delinquent contributors (me, mostly) for timely copy, and compiling it in a coherent manner.
As has been notified previously, there is now a group of sub-committees focused on different areas of
running and maintaining the club, each led by a Trustee, all of whom report back at our meetings. As
Chair, much of what I would like to impart is already covered by these lead Trustees, so that there is a
danger of duplication, and, heaven forbid, boring our readers by going over the same ground. This is
why I often resort to personal anecdotes and attempts at humour.
Membership Subscriptions
Nevertheless, on this occasion I do want to pre-empt my colleagues a little by mentioning
Subscriptions, and more specifically, their renewal, which normally fall due in March. I‟m grateful to
all those members who paid their subs last year, and who have had little benefit since. The club
closed under lockdown on 16th March 2020, and it seems unlikely that we will open before the
anniversary. Bearing all of this in mind, we have decided that the cost of renewal for the next year
will be zero. To clarify, those who paid subscriptions for the year to 31st March 2021 are now
subscribed to March 2022. This is possible because the club finances are in a strong position, and we
feel we can afford it. „Shout out‟ as us youngsters say to Mike Forrest, our Treasurer, for managing
the money so astutely.
Jude, our membership secretary, and all the trustees would like to thank all the members for standing
by the Club in these difficult times.
Wednesday afternoon club pairs move to RealBridge
We are moving our Wednesday afternoon sessions from BBO to RealBridge, as from 10th February.
This move has been decided following successful trial sessions with many of you taking part; and also
following consultation with regular Wednesday afternoon players. As most of you will know, the
benefit of RealBridge is that, whilst playing, we can see and speak to each other, which is a big step
closer to the club experience which so many of us are missing. The bidding and card play is slightly
different to BBO, but works just as well. Checking the scores, and looking at past hands is easier and
quicker than BBO. It‟s also cheaper (£3 per session) and easier to pay, you simply go through the
club website to pay on a per-session basis, then click on Play. We hope many of you “will take the
plunge”. More on this here below...and on the website.

Club Re-opening Sub-Committee
I lead this subcommittee, and I‟m sorry to report that we are not very busy at the moment! However,
please rest assured that as soon as it is legal/safe/practical to reopen the Club we are ready to go, and
will provide a safe and comfortable environment to return to club play.

Bridge Report from Sue
It looks like our club is going to remain closed for a few more months so do continue to support
our virtual sessions. Wednesday afternoon and Thursday evenings sessions have shown a slight
increase in attendance in January.
After canvassing the regular Wednesday afternoon players, we have decided to run this on
the RealBridge platform from 10thFebruary. This will give you the chance to spend your BBO
dollars if necessary, before the switch over. It doesn’t seem to be possible to get a refund for the
dollars but you can transfer them to another BBO player.
If you want to play in our BBO sessions (Tuesday evening or Friday morning) and you haven‟t
played in one of them before, you must register by sending your BBO name and EBU number to
friendlybridgesw@gmail.com.
To play on RealBridge sessions (Thursday evenings and Wednesday afternoons from 10th Feb.), no
need to pre-register you just go to the Bridge Club website www.bristolbridgeclub.co.uk . You need to
pay for your session using a credit or debit card (£3) by pressing “pay” and then press the “play”
button.
Teaching
We are introducing a Play and Learn session on Saturday mornings which will include talk on a topic
followed by supervised play. This will start on 13th February 10am on RealBridge . £3 per session
Disappointingly we have not been able to recruit any beginners for online teaching. We have got
several teachers who are prepared to start online lessons and then continue in the club when we
reopen. Do you know of anyone who would like to learn? It is important for the future of the club to
recruit new members. They can contact teaching@bristolbridgeclub.co.uk

Casual bridgeplay OnRealBridge platform: News from the EBU
“There has been a lot of interest expressed in RealBridge, an online platform developed by a couple of
EBU members, which greatly enhances the social aspect of online bridge by integrating it with video
and audio – so you can see and hear the other people at your table.
Combining these two things has led us to offer EBU Social Bridge, which allows you to play online
within your own social circle – you arrange who your partner and opponents will be, swapping around
if you like.


Three sessions daily
o

9am-1pm

o

2pm-6pm

o

7pm-11pm



You can play up to 20 boards at any time during your chosen session



You can have more than four players if you cut in and cut out



£1.50 per person or £5 for the whole table



Pay by logging in to My EBU -> Utilities -> Book Events, then send us an email
to ebusocialbridge@gmail.com telling us which session you want to play



We will set up a table for you with your name on and send you a link to give to your players



We will be available at the start to help you all familiarise yourselves and deal with any
problems”

Relocation subcommittee
If any members come across a property that may be suitable as a new location for the Club, please
send them to bristolbc.relocation@gmail.com. We need something with a good amount of parking
available and, without any additional finance in place, we wouldn't be looking at anything over £800k.
We still have no definite plans at this stage, but need to be alive to future contingencies and there may
be interesting properties coming onto the market this year. Ex-pubs may be a good option.

Website Memorial Page
The Memorial page has been published on the website and will be updated as necessary. If you have
any contributions you would like to make - words, photos, memories or anecdotes - send them
to hello@bristolbridgeclub.co.uk at any time. Please only send information you are happy for us to
publish on the website and attribute to you.

The Trustees need your help
It is time to update the club‟s image, New Logo, new look Website, Facebook page...
We have so many members with great talent and experience in different fields. We need graphic
designers, branding or advertising gurus!? Please do come forward, we, the Trustees need your input.
Email us on: bristolbc.marketing@gmail.com

Bristol Bridge Club” Face Book” Page
As you may know, we have a Face Book page where we havea” weekly column” written by David
Jones, and where we can post events, interesting hands, hands that went wrong… Do like our page
and send us your bridge queries, playing on line good or bad experiences, any real stories real stories
relating to playing bridge during this pandemic… we need your contributions to make our Page more
interesting.

Just for a laugh! 😂 😂
A quote from “juicy quotes.com:
“Life with Men is like Bridge
You need a Heart to love them
A Diamond to marry them
A Club to beat them
And a Spade to bury them”

We welcome your comments…….

This Bulletin was compiled and edited by Hilda Ball, Trustee
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